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Descrizione

COMUNICATO STAMPA â?? CONTENUTO PROMOZIONALE

AI-driven semiconductor demand, geopolitical instability and rising raw material costs threaten chip
availability for the global payment card sector 

MUNICH, Oct. 6, 2026 /PRNewswire/ â?? The Smart Payment Association (SPA), the trade body of the
cards and mobile payment industry, today issued a position paper warning that intensifying global
supply chain tensions are placing growing pressure on the availability of payment cards worldwide. 

 

The paper identifies two converging forces reshaping the payment card supply chain: semiconductor
foundries increasingly prioritizing capacity for AI-enabled applications and data centers over mature
manufacturing nodes, and sustained geopolitical instability affecting the supply of key components and
materials used in payment cards, notably precious metals and PVC. 

Payment card chips rely on mature nodes of 28nm and above. While AI is not expected to change their
technology roadmap, surging AI-related demand is intensifying demand for the manufacturing capacity
these chips depend on. Gold and other precious metals used in EMV chip components and electrical
contacts also face sustained supply pressures due to geo-political tensions which are compounded by
capacity constraints on trading routes. 

Given the interconnected nature of global supply chains, payment card manufacturers are already
taking steps on an individual basis to avoid the kind of chip shortages experienced after the Covid-19
pandemic. However, as semiconductor foundries report growing capacity constraints, manufacturers
are increasingly required to qualify and transition to alternative sources for the production of payment
card chips â?? a process that demands significant time, resources and technical effort. 

To help mitigate these risks, the SPA is urging card issuers to share accurate demand forecasts with
their manufacturers as early as possible, communicate anticipated changes in volume or product mix
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promptly, and align early on frame orders and long-term planning. This, the SPA says, will allow
manufacturers to secure capacity and work more effectively with semiconductor suppliers. 

The SPA will continue to monitor market dynamics and provide timely updates as conditions evolve. 

The full position paper is available at www.smartpaymentassociation.com
 

About the Smart Payment Association (SPA) 

The Smart Payment Association (SPA) is the trade body of the cards and mobile payment industry,
promoting innovation, security, and interoperability of payment instruments and working with regulators
and standardization bodies on behalf of its members. 

  

View original content to download multimedia:https://www.prnewswire.co.uk/news-releases/smart-
payment-association-warns-of-growing-supply-chain-pressures-on-payment-card-industry-
302898271.html
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