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Eraâ??and How Art and Technology Can Drive Innovation
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SHENZHEN, China, Nov. 14, 2026 /PRNewswire/ â?? As generative AI changes how images are
made, one question grows more urgent: what still belongs to the human behind the lens? On November
11, Shenzhen International Art Museum and SmallRig, the imaging-gear brand built for creators, took
up that question together by hosting an international exchange on how art and technology ecosystems
are being reshaped in the AI era. 

 

The conversation brought together leaders of Chinese art museums, Anett Holzheid, senior curator at
Germanyâ??s ZKM Center for Art and Media Karlsruhe, artists and SmallRig co-founder Gao Haiyan. 

Zhang Zikang, director of Shenzhen International Art Museum and professor at the Central Academy of
Fine Arts, said art and technology are a key direction for the museum, rooted in Shenzhenâ??s tech
environment. Wang Shaoqiang, director of the Guangdong Museum of Art, described using AI to
produce short films about classic works, which cut cost and production time, yet stressed that art must
return to personal growth, understanding of the world and the expression of Eastern aesthetics.
Holzheid views exhibitions as shared ground for artists, audiences and curators, and sees AI widening
perception and enabling collaboration across disciplines. 

Zadok Ben-David used AI to explore bird forms for an installation, repeatedly refined the images and
selected some for the work, determined that it retain an artistâ??s character, emotion and humanity. A
photographer set an AI-generated lightning strike against a desert he had photographed himself,
gaining new ideas but noting that generated imagery tends toward sameness, while real presence at a
scene cannot be substituted. Spatial artist Feng Yu championed honesty of material, where
imperfection and unplanned outcomes can carry sincerity. 
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Speaking for SmallRig, Gao noted that technology has opened imaging to everyone, but â??AI cannot
replace real-life experiences or the act of capturing them.â?• AI can be an efficient, enabling creative
tool, he said, but it cannot meet the human need for real images. 

In SmallRigâ??s view, technology helps more people express what is real, while art and creatorâ??s
real needs give innovation its direction. The company will therefore move closer to creative scenes and
the creators themselves, developing solutions faster for people who make real images. 

After the forum, guests visited SmallRigâ??s headquarters to unveil Ode to the Orchid, an installation
co-created with Feng Yu and the first of his works placed in a corporate workplace. Instead of
sponsoring an exhibition or releasing a co-branded product, SmallRig placed art in everyday spaces, so
people meet it in passing rather than behind museum walls. 

Gao said companies often move from manufacturing to technology, while SmallRig also wants to merge
with art and creativity. The space is only the surface. The real aim is an open, diverse, inclusive and
creative culture, and a lasting bond with creators built on shared taste. SmallRig will keep working with
artists, exploring art IP and cultural products, and linking products, content and services into one
ecosystem. More activities to support creators are also on the way, bringing the meeting of technology
and art into everyday creative practice. Real images remain where SmallRig starts, and where it hopes
to innovate alongside creators. 

View original content to download multimedia:https://www.prnewswire.co.uk/news-releases/smallrig-
joins-art-world-figures-to-discuss-creativity-and-authenticity-in-the-ai-eraand-how-art-and-technology-
can-drive-innovation-302938911.html
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